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BACKGROUND SUMMARY: UN De cad e for Women 
1976-1985, The Decade for Wome n established by the United Nations on 
recommendation of the 1975 World Confe ren ce of Inte rnational Women's Year 
is designed to encoura ge gove rnme nts, inte rna tio nal agencies and citizen 
organizations to focus attention and a c tio n on me a s ures to implement the 
Decade ' s goals : equality o f me n and wome n, full integra tion of women in 
the life of society and wome n' s in c r eas ing invo lveme nt in the strengthening 
of world peace . 
Specific objective s are co nta i ned in the World Plan of Action adopted 
by the Mexico Conference and subs e que ntly by the UN Ge nera l Assembly , 
which has targeted such areas as e ducatio n, employme nt, health for special 
attention at a Mid-Decade Co nfe r e n ce sci1eduled for 1980 in Iran. A system 
of progress-reporting has b e en s e t up a s a n incentive to governments and 
intergovernmental bodies. 
Within the UN system, an interage ncy program for the Decade has the 
purpose of stimulating greate r e ffo rts on b e half of integrating women into 
staffs and programs as we ll as enco ura ging c oop e r a ting gove rnments to do 
likewise. Agencies are directed to a s se s s the impac t of their programs on 
women and to report progress to the Ge n e ral As sembly . 
One new international institution ha s been prop osed in connection with 
the Decade . Proposed by the Me xico Co n fe r e nce , The Inte rna tional Research 
and Training Institute for th e Adva n ceme nt o f Wo me n is to meet pressing 
needs for data and training oppor tunities . 
The U. S. is amo ng the co untr i e s whi c h h a v e conlribute d to the Institute , 
but it awaits $3 million in ple dg es befo r e it can b egin ope rations. A report 
on plans, however, is being prepared. The U.S. Congress, encouraged by 
women's voluntary organi~ations, has also made a pledge to the Voluntary 
F·und for the Decade. The Fund, under strict requirements, will go 
primarily to support projects undertaken by women themselves in the 
reg i0ns . As requests come through governments, and governments have not 
given high priority to women's projects, there has been a lag in the use 
of the fund. At the end of -1977, the General Assembly called for prompt 
action to put the fund to use for women. 
